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March 19, 2020 
 
Dear East Central ISD Families, 
 

While our school district is closed to ensure the safety and wellbeing of our students, staff, and community, we are providing you with some 
materials to engage students in learning from home.  All students will have choice boards that include activities to reinforce learning. Student choice 
boards will be posted on the ECISD website under the Our Families link which is located off of the main page of www.ecisd.net.  Our staff has 
created two options for your child to access learning at home.  The first option is Google Classroom.  Your child’s teacher will be reaching out to 
you/your child to share how they will access Google Classroom.  The second option is a version of the same material just in a paper format.  We will 
begin with learning activities that will reinforce previously learned content.  Students can submit their completed work online through Google 
Classroom or they can keep evidence of their work in a notebook (spiral, composition) or on paper.  Evidence can be presented in many ways to 
include things like pictures/videos, notebook entries and/or more traditional written responses. Students who utilize the paper format can bring 
evidence of their work once we return to school.  

During this time, our gradebook will be frozen.  This means students will not receive any new grades for learning that occurs while we are 
out.  Teachers will communicate with students/families regularly to provide feedback and assist with student learning.  Once students return, 
teachers will evaluate student work and make adjustments to grades that represent student learning that occurred during this period of time.  

We appreciate your patience and look forward to working together in an effort to best support you and your family.  We miss all of our 
students and look forward to seeing them again once school resumes.  
 
 

 

 

 

 

http://www.ecisd.net/


19 de marzo de 2020 

 

Estimadas familias de East Central ISD: 

Mientras nuestro distrito escolar está cerrado para asegurar la seguridad y el bienestar de nuestros estudiantes, el personal y la comunidad, les 
estamos proporcionando algunos materiales para que los estudiantes aprendan desde su hogar. Todos los estudiantes tendrán acceso a una 
plataforma de aprendizaje en línea (choice boards) que incluye actividades para reforzar el aprendizaje. La plataforma se publicará en el sitio web 
de ECISD en el enlace Nuestras familias que se encuentra en la página principal de www.ecisd.net. Nuestro personal ha creado dos opciones para 
que su hijo/a tenga acceso al aprendizaje en casa. La primera opción es Google Classroom. El maestro de su hijo/a se comunicará con usted / su 
hijo/a para compartir cómo accederán a Google Classroom. La segunda opción es una versión del mismo material solo en formato papel. 
Comenzaremos con actividades de aprendizaje que reforzarán el contenido ya aprendido. Los estudiantes pueden enviar su trabajo completado en 
línea a través de Google Classroom o pueden guardar evidencia de su trabajo en un cuaderno (espiral, composición) o en papel. La evidencia se 
puede presentar de muchas maneras para incluir cosas como imágenes / videos, entradas de cuaderno y / o respuestas escritas más tradicionales. 
Los estudiantes que utilizan el formato de papel pueden traer evidencia de su trabajo una vez que regresemos a la escuela. 

Durante este tiempo, nuestro sistema de calificaciones estará suspendido. Esto significa que los estudiantes no recibirán nuevas calificaciones por 
el aprendizaje que ocurra mientras estamos fuera de la escuela. Los maestros se comunicarán con los estudiantes / familias regularmente para 
proporcionar comentarios y ayudar con el aprendizaje de los estudiantes. Una vez que los estudiantes regresen, los maestros evaluarán el trabajo 
de los estudiantes y harán ajustes a las calificaciones que representan el aprendizaje de los estudiantes que ocurrió durante este período de 
tiempo. 

Agradecemos su paciencia y trabajaremos juntos en el mejor esfuerzo para apoyar a usted y a su familia. Extrañamos a todos nuestros estudiantes 
y esperamos a verlos cuando regresemos a la escuela.   

  



Choice Board for Money Matters 
 

 Each activity should not take more than 20-30 minutes. 

Week 1 Week 2 Week 3 Week 4 

WHAT’S A BUDGET??? 

1. What’s a budget? List all the ways 
in which you’ve heard the word 
used. 

2. When have you used budgeting in 
the past?  

3. How can budgeting help you? 
4. What’s challenging about 

budgeting? 

Using any resources, define the 
following in your own words: 
1. Certificates of Deposit 
2. Money Market Accounts 
3. Stocks 
4. Mutual Funds 
5. Bonds 

Write the definition of each vocabulary 
word in your own words. 

1. Insurance  
2. Risk 
3. Premium 
4. Deductible 

Determine what each person and 
each company will pay using the 
information included at the end of 
this packet 

Case #1 - Manuel 

 

Complete the Joel’s Budget activity # 
1 below. 

Fill in the Venn Diagram below. 
Provide unique characteristics of 
Saving and Investing in each 
individual circle. In the area where the 
circles overlap, list characteristics that 
are shared by both investing and 
saving. 

 

Write the definition of each vocabulary 
word in your own words. 

1. Health Insurance 
2. Home Insurance 
3. Rental Insurance 
 

Determine what each person and 
each company will pay using the 
information included at the end of 
this packet 

Case #2 - Tenisha 
 

Complete Joel’s Budget activity #2 Calculating interest 
Write the answers to the following 
questions.  

1. If you put $200 in a savings 
account that paid 5.5% simple interest 
each year, how much interest would 
you earn in five years? 

2. If you put $150 in a savings 
account that paid 6% compounded 
yearly, how much interest would you 
earn in five years? 

Write the definition of each vocabulary 
word in your own words. 

1. Life Insurance 
2. Disability Insurance 
3. Liability Insurance 

Determine what each person and 
each company will pay using the 
information included at the end of 
this packet 

Case 3 - Greta 



 

Week 5 Week 6 Week 7 Week 8 

Over the course of this week, 
complete the “Rework a Budget” 
activity below. 

Calculating interest 

Write the answers to the following 
questions.  

1. If you put $25 each month into a 
savings account that paid a simple 
interest rate of 6.5% each year, how 
much would you have in your account 
at the end of two years? 

2. If you put $10 each week into a 
savings account that paid 6% interest 
compounded yearly, how much 
money would you have in your 
account after three years? 

Directions: Answer the following 
questions by writing a short answer. 

1. Explain the difference between 
long-term care and disability 
insurance, and give an example 
of when each type of insurance 
would be used.  

2. When is life insurance necessary?  

 

Using what you’ve learned this year, 
create a budget for your family for the 
next 3 months. 

Look again at the questions from 
week 1.  How, if at all, would your 
answers change after the 2 activities? 

Calculating Savings 
1. You deposit $600 in a savings 
account that earns 4% simple interest 
per year.  Your friend deposits $400 in 
a savings account that earns 5% 
simple interest per year.  Are the 
account balances ever equal?  Which 
account will have the most money 
after 20 years?  
 
2.  You deposit $1200 in a savings 
account that earns 5.4% interest 
compounded annually.  What is the 
account balance after 2 years? 
 
 

Directions: Answer the following 
questions by writing a short answer. 

1. Explain the difference between 
homeowners insurance and 
renters insurance and identify 
when each would be used.  

2. Is insurance important? Support 
your answer with at least two 
reasons. 

3. What type of insurance would 
you consider the most important 
and why?  

After making your budget, answer the 
following: 
1. What was the biggest surprise for 
you? 
2.  What recommendations would you 
make that could make your budget 
better? 

    

 

 



Joel’s Budget 
Name: 

Budget for: Joel 

Income: (Ice Creamery paycheck, parents): $285.00 Expenses: January 

1. First, label each expense N for need or W for want. Next, think about each expense in terms of its importance. What must Joel 

absolutely spend money on? Label it number 1. What is least important? Label it number 12. Rank the rest of the items 

accordingly. 

 

 

 



How did you decide what should be considered a need and what should be considered a want? 

2. Fill in Joel’s Budget Planning Sheet. 

Joel has the following sources of income. Write these figures in the appropriate blanks.  

Cash: $8.00 Estimated income (Wages/Allowance): $285.00 

Total these two figures. Write your total in the blank for “Total Estimated Cash.” 

List Joel’s expenses on the budget sheet under the appropriate categories and follow the steps to calculate the totals. 

a) How did Joel do? 

b) What was Joel’s "Cash on Hand" at the end of the month? How did you decide to categorize each of Joel’s expenses? 

c) What problems do you see with Joel’s budget? 

d) What can Joel do differently to save for an MP3 player? 

Rewrite Joel’s budget in the second column so that he ends up with $8.00 cash at the end of the month. 



 



Rework a budget 

Use one of the attached budget sheets to set up and maintain Gabrielle’s budget. Then, use the other sheet to rework Gabrielle’s budget into 
one that fits your personal lifestyle. 

Her planned income and expenses 

Gabrielle works part-time at a greeting card company and part-time at a record store. The net monthly income from her first job is $600. The 
net monthly income from her second job is $800. 

Her planned fixed monthly expenses include: 

■ $200 for rent (she shares an apartment with two friends) 
■ $175 for car payment 
■ $220 for car insurance 

Her planned flexible expenses include: 

■ $100 (to save for going to trade school) 
■ $150 for food 
■ $40 for gas and oil 
■ $50 for clothes 
■ $60 for entertainment 
■ $30 for personal items 

How her month actually went  

1. What she made: 

■ Gabrielle made $45 in overtime pay this month 

2. What she spent on fixed, regular expenses: 

■ Rent went up to $225, starting this month 



■ Her monthly car payment was $175 
■ Her monthly car insurance premium, as of this month, went up to $295 

3. What her flexible expenses actually were: 

■ $190 for food (she had a dinner party for which she hadn’t budgeted) 
■ $60 for gas and oil (her car needed an oil change) 
■ $34 for parking and bridge tolls 
■ $220 for car repairs 
■ $80 for a new pair of running shoes 
■ $70 for entertainment 
■ $60 for personal items 
■ $36 for a birthday present for her mother 

4. Her unexpected expenses: 

■ Gabrielle got two speeding tickets in one week. The total cost of both tickets is $230. 

How does her budget look now? 

1. What is the difference between Gabrielle’s planned expenses and her actual expenses? 
2. In what areas did she overspend? 
3. In what areas did she spend less than she planned? 
4. How much did she spend for the use of her car this month? 
5. How much money did she have at the end of the month to put into savings?  

If it were your budget... 

1. Using the attached budget sheet, set up a budget for yourself. Use Gabrielle’s income as a starting point. Keep in mind your personal 
financial goals. 

2. What did you change about the budget? 

3. How much would you save each month to put toward your personal and financial goals? 



 



 

 



 


